FAIRFIELD AREA SCHOOL DISTRICT

BOARD OF SCHOOL DIRECTORS

MEETING December 3, 2012
A G E N D A

7:00 - 7:02
I.
Call to Order

7:02 - 7:05
II.
Pledge of Allegiance

7:05 - 7:10
III.
Roll Call

7:10 - 7:15
IV.
Minutes


A.
Move to approve the minutes of the November 19, 2012 Board meeting.

7:15 - 7:30
V.
Presentations/Reports



(For information only --- No action to be taken)



A.
Local Audit Report 2011-2012





- Rager, Lehman & Houck, P.C.

7:30 - 7:45
VI.
Public Comment  (3 min. each / 30 min. max)

7:45 - 7:50
VII.
Consent Agenda:


Background:  The following routine operational matters are presented for action by the Board of School Directors.  Items that require special attention may be removed from the consent agenda upon request of a Board member.

Budget

A.
Move to grant permission for the administration to pay the December bills and grant final approval at the next regularly scheduled board meeting.

Personnel

B.
Move to approve the addition of Mr. Gary Rath, Middle Level Math, to the Professional Substitute List K-12.

7:50 - 7:55
VIII.
Other Action Items:
7:55 – 8:00
IX.
Other Discussion Items:


(No action to be taken)

A.
Act 1 - The Taxpayer Relief Act – Ms. Caroline Dean
Explanation of the Act's intentions, limitations and requirements as well as providing clarity regarding the Act's effects on the district and the property owner.  

History Background:  “Has there ever been a year the District did not raise taxes”?  In reviewing a 22 year history of Fairfield Area School District's real estate taxes, there are 5 years during which the district did not increase real estate taxes, in fact in 1992-1993, the district actually decreased the millage rate by 6.72%.  The highest increase occurred in 1993-1994 and was 9.46% while the lowest increase of 1.7% occurred in 2001-2002 and 2011-2012.  The average increase over the last 22 years is 3.22%.  



B.
FASD Comprehensive Plan Review – Mr. William Chain

8:00
X.
Adjournment

Informational items:
A.
Next Board Meeting dates: 


The Board will meet in regular session (tentatively) on Monday, January 14, 2013 at 7:00 p.m. in the District Board Room. 

B.
The District received $100 to be used in the High School Wood Shop from an anonymous donor. 
C.
The District received a donation of $596.00 in 2011 and $1,065.96 in 2012 from Liberty Mountain Resort & Conference Center to sponsor the Veterans Breakfast in 2011 and 2012.  Food items were provided by Feedbag Catering and Feezer’s who were paid directly by Liberty Mountain Resort.
Background:  All donations given to the District and accepted by the Superintendent will receive thank you letters.
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The Fairfield Area School Board met on Monday evening, November 19, 2012 at 7:00 p.m. in the district board room with these members in attendance: Mrs. Pam Mikesell, presiding; Mr. Raymond Beaumont, Sr., Mr. Mark Greathouse,  Mrs. Marcy Van Metre, Mrs. Amy Randt, and Mrs. Agatha Foscato.  Mr. Mike McDonald, Mrs. Melissa Cavey, and Mr. Bruce Lefeber were absent. Student representatives, Ms. Bronte Fenimore and Ms. Emily Whitcomb were also in attendance.
Also present were Mr. William Chain, Superintendent; Ms. Caroline Dean, Business Manager and Board Recording Secretary; Mr. Brian McDowell, HS Principal; and Ms. Brooke Say, Solicitor. 

Minutes Approved

The Board unanimously approved the minutes of the October 22, 2012 school board meeting on a motion made by Mr. Mark Greathouse and seconded by Mrs. Marcy Van Metre.

Presentations/Reports:

Ms. Stephanie Yost, 8th grade Social Studies teacher, spoke about our Social Studies program.  We, as a district, are promoting 21st century learners and thinkers and recognize the need for our students to participate in our nation’s democracy.  We utilize a History Alive series, in the fifth, sixth, and seventh grades, which includes a workbook to stimulate learning.  The internet is also a major source of information and uses programs such as FLOCAB to attract the student’s attention.  Recently a recipient of the Congressional Medal of Honor spoke to our students and Ms. Yost stressed the need to apply his examples to the students’ own personal lives. 

Public Comment:

Mr. Chris Roan, President of FAST, reported to the Board and Administration.  FAST has given seven $500 scholarships to student athletes, posted signs at the district regarding athletic achievements, provided shirts to qualifying athletes, will host the senior sports banquet, and helped purchase a new ice machine.  FAST will report on a quarterly basis.   
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Consent Agenda:



After changing the date on Item A from November 12-13 to November 2-3, the Consent Agenda was approved on a motion made by Mr. Greathouse and seconded by Mrs. Van Metre.  A roll call vote was taken and Mrs. Pam Mikesell, Mr. Raymond Beaumont, Sr., Mr. Mark Greathouse, Mrs. Marcy Van Metre, Mrs. Amy Randt, and Mrs. Agatha Foscato cast assenting votes. The items approved with this action are as follows:
Administrative

   Actions

A.
Ratified the Superintendent’s approval of a field trip request from Mrs. Siri Phelps, Mr. Josh Dortenzo and the 11th and 12th grade honors English classes to travel to George Washington University, Virginia Commonwealth University and Williamsburg, VA, November 2-3, 2012.
Budget

B.
Approved the general fund bill list in the amount of $414,071.64.



C.
Approved the food service fund bill list in the amount of $40,822.61.



D.
Approved the addition of Ms. Connie Hanold to the bus driver’s list for the 2012-2013 school year.  Mr. Herring is the contractor.


E.
Ratified the Superintendent’s addition of Mr. Marcus Hanold to the bus driver’s list for the 2012-2013 school year effective October 31, 2012.  Mr. Herring is the contractor.
Personnel

F.
Ratified the Superintendent’s approval of Mr. Michael Breslin as an extended term substitute middle school reading teacher during Ms. McCauslin’s childbearing leave effective November 9, 2012 through March 1, 2013.  




Background:  As an extended term substitute teacher, Mr. Breslin will be paid $127.50 per diem with no extension of benefits.



G.
Approved the addition of Ms. Brooke Rice, Elementary, to the Professional Substitute List K-12 for the 2012-2013 school year.



H.
Approved supplemental contracts for the following coaches for the 2012-2013 school year with salary per the Collective Bargaining Agreement.
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Ms. Lisa Feezer




HS Varsity Head Cheerleading Coach (Winter)
       $1,523





Ms. Tanya Roberts




MS Head Cheerleading Coach (Winter)

       $1,218
Other Action Items:
A. High School Schedule Changes -

Granted permission for the administration to dismiss qualifying high school students at 11:00 AM on January 15, 16 and 17, 2013.  
Background:  The administration requested a change in the school schedule to permit the early dismissal of approximately 200 HS students who are not involved in the Winter Keystone Assessment "wave" of test takers.  The reason for the early dismissal is to accommodate the HS testing schedule for the students taking the Keystone tests and to avoid unproductive time for those not taking the tests.  Students and teachers K-8 will not be impacted by this change in the schedule.  HS teachers will work their contracted day during the testing days.  The 11:00 AM dismissal will be supported with a limited number of buses.  Regular dismissal, with buses, will occur at the end of the secondary and elementary day.  The transportation cost of the early dismissal is approximately $1,159.20.


On a motion made by Mr. Greathouse and seconded by Mrs. Randt, the board approved Item A.  A roll call vote was taken and Mrs. Pam Mikesell, Mr. Raymond Beaumont, Sr., Mr. Mark Greathouse, Mrs. Marcy Van Metre, Mrs. Amy Randt, and Mrs. Agatha Foscato cast assenting votes.

B. Resolution –



Adopted the attached resolution indicating the Fairfield Area School District's intent to not raise taxes by more than the 2.1% index for the 2013-2014 school year.  



Background: School districts are required, by January 31, 2013, to adopt a resolution if it is their intent to not raise taxes by more than the index.  For the Fairfield Area School District, the index is 2.1% or .1993 mills which equates to approximately $167,000 in additional revenue should the Board decide to raise the tax rate to the index.  The resolution is presented in its formality as required by the Pennsylvania Department of Education.  
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A brief discussion was held during which Mr. Chain explained this action sets the maximum for a millage increase but does not establish the millage for the 2013-2014 fiscal year.  On a motion made by Mr. Greathouse and seconded by Mrs. Van Metre the Board approved Item B.  A roll call vote was taken and Mrs. Pam Mikesell, Mr. Raymond Beaumont, Sr., Mr. Mark Greathouse, Mrs. Marcy Van Metre, Mrs. Amy Randt, and Mrs. Agatha Foscato cast assenting votes.
 
Other Discussion Items:
A. Proposed 2013 Board Meeting Dates -

A list of dates was given to the board for discussion and approval at the next reorganization meeting.  



B.
Prioritizing and Purchasing Computers –




Ms. Dean told the Board that administration is reviewing and working on prioritizing technology needs within the district as well as determining the costs of various options.  
Adjournment:



On a motion made by Mr. Greathouse, seconded by Mrs. Foscato and unanimously approved by the Board, the meeting adjourned at 8:16 pm.

Respectfully Submitted:

Mrs. Pamela Mikesell



Ms. Caroline Dean, Business Manager

Board President




Board Recording Secretary


______________________


____________________________
